
The situation facing the NHS is real and serious, and some 
NHS services are at risk of being overwhelmed. 

1,000+ 
patients with COVID-19 are 
currently in ICU. Normally 
the number of patients 
admitted to ICU with flu is 
significantly less7

91,652 
NHS staff are currently 

absent from work through 
sickness or self-isolation3*

2,118 
patients currently 

receiving mechanical 
support to help them 

breathe2 

We are in a 
COVID-19

emergency 
By following the rules and 

breaking the chains of 
transmission, we can alleviate 
the pressure on the NHS and 

move the country out 
of lockdown 

#CovidEmergency

 

Data as of 
24 February  

16,059
people are in hospital 
with COVID-19 now 
compared to 21,684 at the 
peak of the first wave1 

2,000+ 

The NHS has expanded the 
number of adult critical care 

beds, but there are fewer beds 
throughout the wider NHS due to 

social distancing measures4,5

357,042 

new referrals for mental 
health support6* 

1,2 UK Government https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/healthcare

3 NHS England and NHS Improvement www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-hospital-activity/

4 NHS England and NHS Improvement www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/
uec-sitrep/urgent-and-emergency-care-daily-situation-reports-2020-21/

5 Welsh Government https://gov.wales/winter-protection-plan-health-and-social-care-2020-2021

6 NHS Digital https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/mental-health-services-monthly-
statistics/performance-october-provisional-november-2020

7 UK Government historical data on patients admitted to intensive care units with flu are significantly lower than the 
numbers of patients with COVID-19 currently in intensive care www.gov.uk/government/statistics/annual-flu-reports

*Data refers to the NHS in England only


